Arlington Tech / Standard and Intensified English 10 / Summer 2026
English 10 Summer Reading Assignment

The sophomore keystone project challenges all students to explore their interests or chosen pathway at
Arlington Tech. To prepare, focus your summer reading on expanding your understanding of topics,
issues, or subjects that are important to you.

Standard English Assignment: Finish a minimum of one book (any genre, fiction or nonfiction), plus two
other texts (books, magazines or news articles, academic journals, or other reputable sources)

Intensified English: Finish a minimum of three books (any genre) AND 2 or more nonfiction articles
from major news sources, academic journals, or other reputable sources.

Select books and texts that expand your understanding of one or more of the following:
e Your Arlington Tech pathway (classes, clubs, future career)
e A personal hobby, extracurricular, or passion
® Asocial issue or current event

Examples of Reading Connections:

Classes, Clubs, Personal Interests Reading Ideas
aviation and aerospace Project Hail Mary by Andy Weir or Flygirl by Sherri L. Smith
culinary With the Fire on High by Elizabeth Acevedo or Notes from a

Young Black Chef by Kwame Onwuachi

environmental science The Marrow Thieves by Cherie Dimaline or A Long Walk to
Water by Linda Sue Park

health sciences The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot or Five
Feet Apart by Rachael Lippincott

psychology / mental health The Astonishing Color of After by Emily X. R. Pan or Turtles All
the Way Down by John Green

robotics I, Robot by Isaac Asimov or Klara and the Sun by Kazuo Ishiguro

arts / photography / writing Just Kids by Patti Smith or You Are an Artist by Sarah Urist

Green or Bitter by Akwaeke Emezi

Note: Audiobooks are permitted. Search Arlington Public Library for additional ideas.

Come prepared to talk about your reading selections in class during the first week of school. Your log and
reflection essay will be due on Canvas by Tuesday, September 8, 2026.

Questions? Email: leah.mcfarlane@apsva.us and johnnie.drew@apsva.us.



https://libcat.arlingtonva.us/Union/Search?basicType=Keyword&view=list&lookfor=&_ga=2.251189062.1757920564.1780150637-621078267.1780150637&_gl=1*dlpt1m*_ga*NjIxMDc4MjY3LjE3ODAxNTA2Mzc.*_ga_Z2ECWWH16V*czE3ODAxNTA2MzckbzEkZzEkdDE3ODAxNTA2NzAkajI3JGwwJGgw
mailto:leah.mcfarlane@apsva.us
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Arlington Tech / Standard and Intensified English 10 / Summer 2026

Name:

Summer Reading Log 2026

Read and keep track of the books and articles you read (+add rows if needed).

Title and Author
(+ Article Source)

Your Reason for Selection

Date Finished

Rating: How many stars (1-5)?
Copy/paste:

Synthesis Essay: To synthesize is to combine ideas from multiple sources to create a new understanding.
Write a short essay in the box below that connects key lessons from your summer reading. Instead of

summarizing each text, explain how the texts work together to expand your understanding of key topics
or interests that are important to you. (250-500 words)

You may use the following questions to guide your response:

e What issues, classes, clubs, or personal interests guided your reading selections this summer?
e How did the books or texts impact your understanding or perception of these issues?




Arlington Tech / Standard and Intensified English 10 / Summer 2026

Rubric

Reading Log
(5 points)

Essay Content
(20 points)

Essay Analysis
(20 points)

Grammar /
Mechanics
(5 points)

Exceeds
Expectations (A)

4+ logged entries

Demonstrates
strong
understanding of
4 or more texts by
integrating key
ideas or concrete
details as
evidence.

Clearly explains
how the texts
expanded
understanding of
interests,
pathways, careers,
or issues. Analysis
is thoughtful and
insightful.

Consistently uses
correct grammar,
capitalization, and
punctuation with
no more than two
errors.

Meets
Expectations (B)

3 logged entries

Demonstrates
clear
understanding of
3 or more texts by
including relevant
ideas or details as
evidence.

Explains how the
texts expanded
understanding of
interests,
pathways, careers,
or issues. Analysis
moves beyond
summary.

Mostly correct use
of grammar,
capitalization, and
punctuation with
no more than
three errors.

Approaching
()

2 logged entries

Demonstrates
partial
understanding of
2 or more texts
with limited or
uneven use of
evidence

Attempts to
explain learning
from the texts, but
analysis is limited,
unclear, or
underdeveloped.

Inconsistent use of
grammar,
capitalization, and
punctuation that
slightly impedes
meaning, and/or
exceeds three
errors

Developing
(D)

1 logged entry

Demonstrates
limited
understanding and
provides little or
inaccurate
evidence.

Provides little or
no explanation of
how the texts
expanded
understanding;
analysis is minimal
or missing.

Frequent
grammar,
capitalization, and
punctuation errors
that significantly
impede meaning.



Arlington Tech / Standard and Intensified English 10 / Summer 2026
Synthesis Essay Outline

I. Introduction: Your Reading Focus

Introduce and explain the interest that drove your reading choices this summer

Name the titles of your logged texts

Thesis Statement: How do your texts together deepen your understanding of a topic, interest, or
pathway that matters to you? (answer in one sentence)

Il. Body Paragraph(s): Reading Overview

e Key ideas and/or points from each of the texts you read
e Reasons for selecting each one

lll. Body Paragraph(s): Connections Across Texts

o Shared idea or theme across texts and main differences
e How the texts work together to build understanding

IV. Closing: Your Reflection

e What you thought about your interest area before reading
e What you understand now
e How your thinking changed or expanded
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