
English 9

1. Choose a book NEW TO YOU of at least 300 pages from one of the
categories below. You cannot re-read a book you have already read.

2. Please read the book over the summer.
3. Write Annotations while you read (Guide Below)
4. When you return from break, be prepared to discuss the book with your fellow students in book

groups
5. Your new teachers will instruct you on how to create a one-pager. You will complete the one-pager

in class during the 2nd week of school.
6.

7. If you have additional questions, please email Mr. Hines at henry.hines@apsva.us or Ms. Doyle
kathleen.doyle2@apsva.us

OPTIONAL

● A Separate Peace, John Knowles
● All Quiet on the Western Front, Erich Maria

Remarque
● Lord of the Flies, William Golding
● The Scarlet Pimpernel, Baroness Orczy
● The Three Musketeers, Alexandre Dumas
● Of Mice and Men, John Steinbeck
● Pride and Prejudice, Jane Austen
● Emma, Jane Austen
● Rebecca, Daphne du Maurier
● The Old Man and the Sea, Ernest Hemingway
● My Ántonia, Willa Cather
● The Haunting of Hill House, Shirley Jackson
● Oliver Twist, Charles Dickens
● The Murder of Roger Ackroyd, Agatha Christie
● The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes, Sir Arthur

Conon Doyle
● With the Fire on High by Elizabeth Acevedo

● This Tender Land, William Kent Kreuger
● A River Runs Through It, Norman Maclean
● Silver Sparrow, Tayari Jones
● The Fountains of Silence, Ruta Sepetys
● The Beekeeper’s Apprentice, Laurie R. King
● I Capture the Castle, Dodie Smith
● Code Name Verity, Elizabeth Wein
● We Are All Completely Beside Ourselves, Karen

Joy Fowler
● Warlight, Michael Ondaatje
● The Downstairs Girl, Stacy Lee
● Mr. Penumbra’s 24-Hour Bookstore, Robin

Sloan
● WeWere the Lucky Ones, Georgia Hunter
● The Secret Life of Bees, Sue Monk Kidd
● The Lost Book of the Grail, Charlie Lovett
● The Joy Luck Club, Amy Tan
● When the Emperor was Divine, Julie Otsuka
● The Poisonwood Bible, Barbara Kingsolvere
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● The Night Circus, Erin Morganstern
● Life of Pi, Yann Martel
● Once Upon a River, Diane Setterfield
● Lord of the Rings Trilogy, J.R.R. Tolkien
● Scythe, Neal Shusterman
● The War of the Worlds, H.G. Wells
● The Once and Future King, T.H. White
● Ready Player One, Ernest Cline
● The Bear and the Nightingale, Katherine Arden
● Never Let Me Go, Kazuo Ishiguro
● Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy, Douglas Adams
● Mistborn, Brandon Sanderson
● Ender’s Game, Orson Scott Card
● A Wizard of Earthsea, Ursula K. LeGuin

● Quiet: The Power of Introverts in a World That
Can’t Stop Speaking, Susan Cain

● Outcasts United: The Story of a Refugee Soccer
Team That Changed a Town, Warren St. John

● I Am Malala, Malala Yousafzai
● The Code Book: The Science of Secrecy from

Ancient Egypt to Quantum Cryptology, Simon
Singh

● Brain Rules, John Medina
● The Math Instinct: Why You’re a Mathematical

Genius (Along with Lobsters, Birds, Cats, and
Dogs), Keith Devlin

● Dead Wake: The Last Crossing of the Lusitania,
Erik Larson

● Becoming Odyssa, Jennifer Pharr Davis
● The Hidden Life of Trees: What They Feel, How

They Communicate – Discoveries from a Secret
World, Peter Wohlleben

● Walden, Henry David Thoreau
● The Soul of an Octopus: A Surprising

Exploration into the Wonder of Consciousness,
Sy Montgomery

● Wilderness Essays, John Muir

Books Recommended by Past Freshmen

● Refugee by Alan Gratz
● The Martian by Andy Weir
● Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson
● Wild by Cheryl Strayed
● Last Day on Mars by Kevin Emerson
● Miss Quinces by Kat Fajardo
● Class Act by Jerry Craft
● open by andre agassi
● The Lies you Wrote by Brianna Labuskes
● The Inheritance Games (Series) by Jennifer Lynn

Barnes
● Charlie Thorne and the Last Equation by Stuart

Gibbs
● Educated - Tara Westover
● The Martian by Andy Weir
● The Mysterious Benedict Society by Trenton Lee

Stewart

● Watership Down by Richard Adams
● The School for Good and Evil by Soman

Chainani
● "This is How You Lose the Time War" Amal

El-Mohtar and Max Gladstone
● Six Crimson Cranes by Elizabeth Lim
● A Wizard of Earthsea by Ursula K. Le Guin
● "Projekt 1065" by Alan Gratz
● With The Fire on High - Elizabeth Acevedo
● The Hate You Give - Angie Thomas
● Charlie Thorne and the Last Equation by

Stuart Gibbs
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To annotate a book means to take notes while you read. In other words, annotations are written notes that
you take, thoughts that you have, and research that you complete while reading a book. These notes range
from definitions of words to personal connections and deep analysis of the text. Annotations can be done
in a notebook or on the computer.

Practicing this over the summer will prepare you for book discussion when we return, as well as practices
we use in our writing classes. Annotations will be checked/collected two weeks after school resumes.

The following are suggestions of types of annotations you can make as you annotate:

• Define unfamiliar words or slang

• Ask questions about details that confuse you or about subject matter with which you are

unfamiliar.

• Make connections to other parts of the book. These can be comparisons, contradictions,

thematic connections, connections between characters’ words and actions, connections or

comparison between settings, tone, mood, etc.

• Make connections to other books you have read or seen

• Draw a picture of a scene you really like or think is important.

• Make connections to events in your own life, history, and/or the world

• Offer analysis of what is happening in the text

• Point out and discuss literary techniques that the author is using

• Identify the type of narration used

• Identify meanings of chapter titles, character names, setting names

• Write down questions you have or things that you wonder about

• Predict what you think will happen next

• Make connections to the time period during which the work was written or the time it is set
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A One-Pager is a way to visually share key ideas and information from something you have
read.

When you create a one-pager you are trying to use both visual symbols and important words to clearly - and
concisely - share the MOST IMPORTANT takeaways from the text.

- In the center of the page write/draw the title of the book and the name of the author.*

- Key themes/ ideas/ questions raised in the book you have read. (Suggestion: use these words or phrases as a
border or as filler throughout the page.) *

- At least two important quotes from the text that represent what you think is the most important (central)
theme. *

- Images or doodled words that represent key characters in the book. (Perhaps show how key characters have
changed by using words or symbols) *

- A quote attached to a symbol that represents the use of language or writing style of the author OR a quote
attached to a symbol that represents the genre of the text *

- Images or words that show connections between what is happening in the world today and what happens in
the text. *

- Words, images, and/or quotes that show the significance of the setting of the book. You can use word webs,
venn diagrams, or other graphic organizers on your page. **
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IV. One-Pager Dos and Don’ts

* DO be creative, take risks, and be bold in your analysis
* DO cover as much of the page as possible
* DO make sure the information is easily understood

- DON’T stress about not being an advanced artist - draw words or symbols if pictures aren’t your thing!
- DON’T flip the paper over and write or draw on the back

You can find a template you can use here - if you want to print this you can compartmentalize your one-pager. If you
have a more haphazard approach feel free to go your own way.

You will also find examples of one pagers to get you started by visiting this link.

The rubric that will be used for one-pagers can be found here.
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