
 	MISSION

Empowering students to explore STEM pathways through rigorous college coursework and authentic 
learning opportunities.

 	OVERVIEW

Arlington Tech students elect to attend the district’s Governor’s STEM Academy as full-time students. 
Students may transfer into Arlington Tech at the start of grades 9, 10, or 11. 

Arlington Tech leads the Northern Virginia region in the number of graduates earning  
Associate’s Degrees by high school graduation. Each year, approximately 20% of the  
class earns degrees.

 	THE ARLINGTON TECH DIFFERENCE

Government STEM Academy
Virginia Governor’s STEM Academies are partner-
ships between school districts, post secondary 
institutions, and business and industry that aim  
to offer enhanced STEM opportunities.

Rigorous College Coursework 
Our students experience rigorous college academics 
through dual-enrollment (DE) courses. 100% of  
our students take dual enrollment classes while  
in Arlington Tech. 

Project-based Learning
Project-based Learning (PBL) is an instructional 
method that enables and encourages students  
to become self-directed inquirers of content and 
skills through active exploration of real-world  
challenges and problems. At Arlington Tech, 
students develop strong collaboration, communi-
cation, project management, and critical thinking 
skills through PBL.

STEM/CTE Pathways
The Arlington Tech program is designed to inte-
grate core academics with Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) courses to provide creative and 
authentic learning opportunities. All Arlington Tech 
9th graders take Engineering to support PBL and 
exposure to STEM pathways.

Culminating Capstone Experience
The 12th grade Capstone Experience is a work-based 
opportunity that serves as the culmination of a 
student’s cross-curricular project-based learning and 
career development. Students have many options to 
gain experience via internships, project consultancy, 
or serving as the principal in a research project.

Advanced Studies Diploma
Arlington Tech students are expected to complete 
the requirements for a Virginia Advanced Diploma.

College Counselor: Mr. Frank DeRocco, frank.derocco@apsva.us 
Program Coordinator Michelle Van Lare, michelle.vanlare@apsva.us
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SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY

Arlington Tech is a public option high school program housed  
at the Arlington Career Center in Arlington, Virginia, as part of 
Arlington County Public Schools. Arlington County is an urban 
county of approximately 245,000 residents. Arlington is incred-
ibly diverse, reflected by children who speak 81 languages from 
96 different countries. Additionally, Arlington is one of the most 
educated counties in the nation, as in 2015, 72.9% of adults age  
25 or older had a bachelor’s degree or higher, and 38.4% hold a 
graduate or professional degree.  

Arlington Tech Teachers - Arlington Tech prepares students  
for college through a dual enrollment program. Teachers have  
graduate coursework in their content area and are approved as 
adjunct faculty with Northern Virginia Community College. Our 
teachers also participate in ongoing professional development  
for project-based learning. 

Relationship to Comprehensive High Schools - Arlington Tech  
is housed in a separate building, the Arlington Career Center, to 
provide easy access to high-quality CTE classes with rigorous 
academic coursework. Students remain connected to their neigh- 
borhood APS comprehensive school and therefore receive their 
diplomas from the comprehensive high schools. Students also  
participate in sports and and extracurricular activities at their  
comprehensive schools.

ADMISSIONS

Arlington Tech is an option school with criteria for application. 
We receive more eligible applications than seats, and seats are 
determined through a lottery process.

 	SUMMARY OF STUDENTS 

	 Arlington Tech 2025 Seniors
	 Associate Degrees	 20%
	 Gen Ed Certificates	 27% 
	 1 or more industry credential	 100%

 	COLLEGE MATRICULATION

	 Four-year college	 80%
	 Two-year college	 14%
	 Gap year	 3%
	 Workforce	 1%
	 Military	 1%
	 Other	 1%

	 2025 GPA Distribution*
	 4.0+	 25%
	 3.5-3.99	 38%
	 3.0-3.49	 18%
	 2.5-2.99	 7%
	 2.0-2.49	 3%
	 1.5-1.99	 5%
	 1.0-1.49	 0%

	 2024 Ethnic Distribution
	 Asian	 13%
	 Black/African American	 7%
	 Hispanic	 25%
	 Two or More	 3%
	 White	 54%

*	GPA distribution represents cumulative GPA data of students who have completed at least one full year of high school coursework.
**Three years of one language or two years of two languages.

 	DIPLOMA REQUIREMENTS

	 Advanced Diploma - 26 credits 
	 English	 4
	 Mathematics (At or Above Algebra I) 	4
	 Lab Science	 4 
	 History/Social Science	 4 
	 Economics & Personal Finance 	 1
	 World Language** 	 3/4
	 Health/Physical Education	 2 
	 Fine Arts/Career Technical Education	 1
	 Electives	 3

Standard Diploma - 22 credits 
English	 4  
Mathematics (At or Above Algebra I)	 3 
Lab Science 	 3
History/Social Science 	 3
Economics & Personal Finance	 1 
World Language, Fine Arts, or CTE 	 2
Health/Physical Education 	 2 
Electives 	 4
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Subject Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12

Math

Algebra I / Geometry Principles
Geometry

Geometry Intensified
Algebra II

Algebra II / Trigonometry Intensified
Pre-Calculus (DE) (MTH 163/164)

Algebra II
Algebra II / Trigonometry Intensified

Algebra III
Pre-Calculus (DE) (MTH 163/164)

Calculus (DE) (MTH 263/264)

Algebra III
Probability & Statistics

Quantitative Analysis (DE) (154)
Statistics (DE) (MTH 245/246)

Calculus I (DE) (MTH 263)
Calculus II (DE) (MTH 264)

Vector Calculus (DE) (MTH 265)
Linear Algebra (DE) (MTH 266)

Probability & Statistics
Quantitative Analysis (DE) (154)

Statistics (DE) (MTH 245/246)
Calculus I (DE) (MTH 263)
Calculus II (DE) (MTH 264)

Vector Calculus (DE) (MTH 265)
Linear Algebra (DE) (MTH 266)

English
English 9

English 9 Intensified
English 10

English 10 Intensified
English 11

English 11 – Comp. (DE)(ENG 111/112)

English 12
Literature (DE) (ENG 251/243)

Comp. (DE)(ENG 111/112)

Science
Biology

Biology Intensified
Chemistry

Chemistry Intensified

Physics
Physics I – Mech. (DE)(PHY 201/202)

Environmental Science (DE) (ENV 121/122)
Biology (DE)(BIO 101/102)

Physics I – Mech. (DE)(PHY 201/202)
Physics II – E&M (DE)(PHY 201/202)

Biology (DE)(BIO 101/102)
Biology II (DE) (Bio 141)

Environmental Science (DE) (ENV 121/122)
Astronomy

Social 
studies

World History
World History Intensified

Econ & Personal Finance
US & VA History

US & VA History (DE)(HIST 121/122)
US Government

US Government (DE)(PLS 211/212)

CTE Engineering Two Credit CTE Course Two Credit CTE Course Capstone

Health/PE Health/PE I Health/PE II One Credit CTE or Elective Course One Credit CTE or Elective Course

World  
Language**

Level I
Level II
Level III

Level II
Level III
Level IV

One Credit CTE or Elective Course

Level III
Level IV 

Level V (DE)(SPA 201/202)
One Credit CTE or Elective Course

Level IV
Level V (DE)(SPA 201/202)

One Credit CTE or
Elective Course

** World Language offerings include Spanish, French, Latin, ASL, Arabic, German, and Chinese.

 	ADMINISTRATION

Principal - Ms. Margaret Chung (margaret.chung@apsva.us)

Assistant Principal - Ms. Rachel Bowerman (rachel.bowerman@apsva.us)

Assistant Principal - Mr. Cory Mainor (cory.mainor@apsva.us)

Director of Counseling - Ms. Kathy Brewster (kathleen.brewster@apsva.us)

Coordinator - Dr. Michelle Van Lare (michelle.vanlare@apsva.us)

College Counselor - Mr. Frank DeRocco (frank.derocco@apsva.us)

Diversity, Inclusion, and Equity Coordinator - Ms. Monica Lozano Caldera (monica.lozanocaldera@apsva.us)

   ARLINGTON TECH COURSE SEQUENCE (DE) INDICATES DUAL ENROLLED/EARLY COLLEGE CREDIT COURSE
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